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\fAR DEPA-RTMENT BOARD OF 'APPRAISERS, 
Munitions Bldg., 19th & B Sts., 

. Washington, D.C. 

File No. 441 R/i 11&7 8, 1919. 
Case under G.o. 39, 1f .D. ,1919 • . 
. In . . the matter of the claims · of J"ohn L.Pieroe ) 
ahd ;ames ll.Pieroe, for damages to private ) REPORT. 
property at La.ndrWD., S .o. · (near Camp Wadsworth). ) 

. ' 

The facts in this case are &4:;::tollowa: 

On Sept.23rd, Sept.30t.b and Oot.l7th, 1918, Johl'l'L. Pierce 
submitted claims tor :damages in the awn of $266.80 : t.o the Adjutant 
General, Cam.p Wadsworth. S.C. In his claim be states .that. he 1s 
the owner of two br.tildings .in the artillery range near Landrum, S.C. 
and.,rtbat during Kay and J"r.tne of 1918 soldiers . ot the. ma~1ne gun 
oompar17 then sta:Uon~d on .the range, tore ·Off practically all the 
weatb.er boarding, tqre down the partUions a.o.d tore up the loft and. 
carried the l~ber to their camps where same was used by them in 
various ways. and as a result therefrom he bas sustail'led a loss ot. 
f266.80. 

On . Sept.24th, 19~8, James D. Pierce submitted a claim tor 
damages to dwelling house a.nd out buildings, on artillery range 
near Landrum, s~c. as tollows: 

. 3000 feet or lumber, 
a windows, 

TOTAL 

f,60.00 
25.00 

$85.'00 

On Xov. 27, 1917· James D. Pierce entered into a lease with 
Paul V .Jioore as manager or the Spartanburg Chamber ot CoiDD.eroe 
for the lands on whioh are situated the b111ld:1ng• above mentioned • 
. Cin a.ll respect..,, the leases·. of Job.n L and James ·D. Pierce are 
s im1la.r). This lease contains th& following cl•use: 

8 The interests ot Fau1 v. Moore as manager shall be 
· transferable to ·e.nd he tAay at his option assign \his lease or 
su.blet the premises to . the United States of America or 1 ts represent-
ative•. · 

A.ooord1.ngly on June 301 '· 1918, effective July 1, ~918, and expiring 
.TUlle 30. 1919, the United. States obtained a lease from the Oha:lllber 
of Commerce of Spartanburg, S.C. for certain grounds to be u.sed as 
artillery ritl• range, and known as ·the tract in Glassy Mountain 
Townanip, Greenvill~, , S.C. .. Said lease covered: the lands of .Tames 
D.Pieroe· and contained the following clause: 

•tliat the les.see ahall have the entirfit ~· and control of 
all buildings, waterways and improvements the~n1, with ttie further 
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· rigb.t to cut, remove 1:1nd destroy e.ll wood, brush wood, sapli11gs .or 
.trees tb.ereon, by paying the .owner .. of tlle l.and 50 cents per cord 

,i on the stump for all live wood ao cut, removed or destroyed; that 
~he f'urt.her rights shall be given to ¥1ork, gra.de ., di toh · or dra:Ln 
~Y part of the. aforesaid traet of· ltttHl arid. to erect or oorurtruot 
ther-eon·, auoh buildi.nge, target pi.ts, t.renches, fir::i.ng pits, .. roadfl\, 
,et9., and to remove, , alter or razef any or all bu.ildings. improve- · 
menta, eto. t as may ·'!:!&, deemed neoesa.ary for th~ in tere.st of -&he 
~o.vern,me;~t,. by paying to the owner of th.e lam the v0.lue of a.ll 
damages oonoe:rned.. 11 

. A Board of Officers was convened pu,rsua.nt. to ·Pa.r.agra.ph 16, 
~.o .. 2J.6, Readqua.rtel('s C!.lmp Wa.dswor·th., s.c. August 261 I9.Ui, and 
the· claim of Jamt~s D~:Pieroe was referred to it., This .Boe;rQ. 
summoned. wi'tnesses an,d, reduced i.ts testimony to writing. The 
~Oa,rd f'OUUd, that approXim_at~ly !)0QQ feet O.f lumber, 1 valu.ed at. , 
$60.t•OO, was taken frq.m' a. ham belonging to .one. James D~:Pier.oe J. 

an.d that eight wind.ows:and sashes, :!fl~~,lu.ed.,a.t $25.00, w.ere taken 
I . •'·· and destroyed, beyond.' :repai.:r.; tha.t tl~e lumber so taken was U!Set.'l. by 

soldiers of the United Stat.e$ Army while st~tioned ~;t tl');e artillery 
rifle range; that the loss OQcurred. some 'time· dtu-ing May, 1918 1 

the exaot <iate oannot be £M30ertaine:d; and that tne 16th., , 17th and 
18th iltaohine Gun Battalions were camped on the arti.ll.e,ry range 
d.ttring that time,. an\$, that no otllet organizations wer~ camped in 
t·hat vicinity during that period; that. the eight, window sashes 
vrere broken attd destroyed w.h.Ue t.he 17th $.11<1 l&th !lla!ohine. Gtm 
Bat tal ions were· camped on t~e rifle range • that. :the· loss and 
damage t.o James D .l?ier-oe is in tbe s•lilm .. of · $85 ... PO;; that the ref.!ponst
bility :for t~e loau of l,wnbo.r valued .. at .$60 .oo, :i.e upo~ the 16th 
Machine .Qun Bat tal1on only; · that 1 t w·a.s. unable t:o fix the responsi
bility upon any indivi.dual or indd,viduals; t.nat :it was unabie t.o 
fix the re:spon.si'bility for the loss of w:i®:ows, ;valued at. $2,5 .. QO. 
upon aE1,1 one: int'ilvidQa.l· or in.divid;u.a.ls or U.pQu ant of the or.Sa.ni~a
tiioJ:J,a: described ~s "the 16th~ .17t.h a.nd .. l.StP, lil:a,ohipa Gt~il ])1ittt.\iliona., 
f'but inasmuclLas all of these aattaJ.i.On$ wer~ pr;eeent at the range 
and in .oa.mp when 'the loss oc.~ourred., or during 'bh'a perl.Qd wh.E::n tile 
loss oocurrad, and no other orgsmiz.a.U.ons were ih camp at or nea.r 
this vio1n1ty during that pet"iod of time, the Bo~rd b. ot. the. op:in,:i,on 
and reoo•.ends that th.e loss "be· fixed o~ all tl'ir:ee o.f said: organi2:a-

. tiona eqQ.ally., a,nd the Board so f1n4,s resporu.tipitt::Lty. therefor." 

A Boarcl of Officers. was oo~vened. bY paragra,$t.t 8, S. ~ •. 252, 
Headqua.rter111 Camp· Wadf:l,worth, s.r.. Octobe'r 5, 1918, to. which was 
referred the ol.a.im :Of J:ohn t .• P~&roe of Landrum~~ ~-l.C. for $266.80. 
Thi$ .:aoa.rd folllld that soldi.ers palonging to th.~ ;l6tht 17th and. lith 
Ma:chine Gun. Ba,t·talion:s were restons:i ble· :tor th~ Koss an,d. destruction 
of the. property,, bu.t. was. uns.ple·r to f:ix . the respops·ib111t;r upon .&'ly 
individual. or 1ndivid.u.a.ls, nor ~as i:t able t.o ;ti[K any apeoif'io pro
portion, of the lQss upon any of·: the three orgS1li.~ati.ons named., and 
therefore found that the·tbree ~rgan.iz.ations w~r~ equally responsible 

' . . 
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:; tor the loss and a.ss.eased tlle sam.e aeoo.tfdingly. The proceedings 
, .'0;~.' these two boards were forwarded) a,pproved by the Commanging 

.;:·.General of .CartJp Wadswo;rth., ·to the Adjutant General; IMl· follows: 
.·····;,!£·, .. 

~ ' ; 

' I " :\. llfhe :("i.ndmgs Of the Board are approved' but in view 
' ,; o:t the fa,ct that the organizations against which the dama.gss are 

,'·· 
:~ssea.sed a.;re now over~:tea..s., and. there.fore 'beyond the jurisdi9tion 
of .th.e reviewing au.thori t1, t~he record. is forward.ed · to the AdjUtli1nt 
(;,en.era:l. .o.f the Army for appropriate· action. n· 

a.:nt!: by direotion of' the Secretary of \Ya:r, were sent ·t;h~ough the 
Oc>mma.nditig General, American Expedi tiona,ry Forces. t.o the Commanding 
~Ge~e.:raJ~ 6th Division .• ~ for actiont anq. by the Col'lJ.mand.ing General of 
the 6t.h Division, were, refe·rred, to a Board. of Off.ioer~ appointed· by 
pe;ragraph.5; s.o. 67t ·Headqlla.rters 6th, Divi~>ion, A.E.r., 8 Marohf 
.1919, f:o~ neoessa.~y aq.t:i..o.n.· This latter Board reviewed the pro
ceed,bnga o:f the two .. a~a,rds neteto:fo;ra m,entioned, t.ook a..ffid.a.vits 
wh1·cr~ ar.e atta.oned to ;this .fi).e, and. a,tter .,consider;l.ng the new evidep.oe 
in conneot1on w1 th the proce;edi.ngs Q:f the Board. be tore lt, reaohed 
the . :tol.1owiJ.:tg :f.':l.ndings a.nd reoonunend.a. t:tons: 

1l'1\'he Board. .ooli.eurs in the ftnd.ings of taot ~.o.,fV:;::&.he. Boards 
of. Otfi,ce,rs above mentione.d but does not agree wtth :their 'reoommenda
tio.ns tor the paym,ent ot tllese cla.ima. 
Wh.ile the ,Board. reoogn.iz.e~.J the fact tha,t there is no conclusive proof 
in .t~e rE:lcOrd that the lwr..ber referre~i to in the d.epo$itions of Major 
E.}3.Ga.rey 1 and tieutenants fla.tt. and. Moore, is tJ:t~) lumbel': taken from 
the claimants r Mes~rs. John :t.. and. James D. Fiero~, yet the eleme.nts 
of time and pla.o0 and. other ciro·wnatanoes a.ra such as reasonably 
identify it .a.s the same lumber and. in tne opinion of the Board it is 
1;he a~'Ile. lumber. and tbera is not su.ffio·ient dou:ot· on this point to 
justify t~e d.el,ay whioh would be neaessary by further attempts· to 
certainly iden·ttity· it, if in fact certa.i.n 1dent1.:fio.ation 1>e possible. 
'l'herafqre oonsider1ng the evidemoe recorded in th~ prooeedin~s of' the 
B:Qard.s o:f Officer$ above ment.ioned:, !\ttd the sai4 depodtiorJ.s, the .Board 
finds th6i:t the .~.u.mber 1n qu:e$t.io'n, namely, tltat for the loss of which 
Mr, lobn L.l?ieroe o.la.in1s two htmdned a.n.d sixty-s.ik dollars and eigbt.y 
cents {$265~80.) an9, Mr.· James :o.l?ieroe,. eighty-f1.fe dollars ($85.00) 
was used bY the Si:Jtt'-'>en th, Seven teen~th, end li.iig~i!~en:trh Machine !lt.m 
Bat.talions fPr the· oonstruot.ion J:>f t~bles, kitol.);enSJ., stab.les, tent 
floors .~d. for simila.r pLt:rpo$CS f:or whlah ltmba.t~ ;~s ordinarily furnished 
by the Q,uartermastar CorpS,; .that reqnest ~ta~; been! ma.d?l by the Comma,nding 
Off.ioer o:f th.e .Ell!athteenth Machine Gun Battalion: t~ thli:lo Q.ui\l"'termaster for 
l.u:mber :for these· pu,rposes, ·bl;}t lrmber was no·t. ·ftlrp.iahed; that thi.s lumber 

. was .reasonably used to $Soure proper sanitary oon~Utiotts arid to guard the 
health of the memb~:>:rfl of these commands, which 'eb;~ then undel:~go.ing 
int.e.nsive trai:.ning ~·or active servi.ce over sea.a. ' 

'\. 
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:· ' I"' , ~'rh~ '·sqard there!ere oqn.!il-i<l.er~;~ that these claims should be paid bY the 
; . . J~over.qmen:t and aooordingly reo:O!Ill'll"~Htl~.tbat tb.ey be pe,id "Qy the Wa..r 
·I.;· .,,D$~~-t!lJ-~nt; from the aQprapriation :r.or. "Claims For Damages To And to$CS 

);:lf~,~,;)?r;tva,tQ Pr''O;,Perty." mtMie &y ·tJia Army Appropria.:tion AOt epprova4 n.ine , . 
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! 
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: :1~l:Y. l9l.3. ThEf '6oar4 thereupon ,adjot;trned. 11 · 
' :' ' :-~ ... 

·~ ~ ·, "• -~. ' 

~i. .-:. ,,; ~-h$-,_findings, ~nd.'ir.eoommend.ation w:ere approve-d by the convening· 
I authori.ty ,and 'inasmuch aS' t.he amount of cla-im as S-Ubmitted has been 

.a:J;l~~~a\~::tn full t it iff assumed that ola.i~,~.s he.ve s:tgni:f'ied the~r J .' .• , .• "'/ . . . , .. ,.. • 

intexttion in wri t1ng ·~o accept tlle amount of! the a.wa.rd~ 
·,, \ r 

, . ;\ . Mter. a re-v-S-ew o:l\' the avid.en.ce sUll\f11i:t ted, ta.keJl in conne('rtion 
W~th :the pfOOiiledings. ~f' -~he .several ooard,s., the, War Department Board 

. of' App.rais.ers eo!I.Qura lit:t t.he fil'ldtng$. a.nd recormnendl!tti-Qn a.s set fqrth 
in t,tl,:e. last .na:m.eQ:, :80~~4 of O:t:fioers ~ and r(i).QQ.m:mend$ 't'ha:t an at'iard . . .. 

i),. ·is sup in :f'~vor ~t (~) !J~hll· L. Pie:rce ot l~tu~drtim·r S.c. f i.n the. sum of 
$266.80. in full sattlllilment a.nd.. Sc.atisfact!.on Qf th~ claim. a:foresa1~ 
an<i (b) 1ihat an ~Wa.J7d. '1s.s.ue ill favor of James., !).J?lerce of ·Land:.rurnl" 
a..cL , ;in .the .f>W2l of $85 .oo in .tu.ll settlemen:t and na:tisfac>tion o.f 

· ;the ola.:im. a.foreaa.id. ·· ' 

. . Af'PROVE11: 

N~ON' D. :aAKER I 
Sec.re.ta.ry o.r War. 

J-.: L. ::'KNOWLTON, 
C0lonel, Geuerai Staf·f.~1. 
Acting Chairman, •. 
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