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WAR DEPARTMENT BOARD OF'APPRAISEBS.
Munitions Bldg., 19th & B Sts.,
 Washington, D.C.

File No. 441 R/B Hay 8, 1919.

‘Case under G.0. 39, ¥.D.,1919.
In the matter of the claims of John L.Pierce ) :
abd James D.Plerce, for damages to private ) REPORT,

property at-Lgndrum,‘s.c.‘(near Camp Wadsworth}, )
The facts in this case are ag:follows:

On Sept.23rd, Sept.30th and Oct.17th, 1918, John L. Pierce
submitted claims for damages in the sum of $266.80, to the Adjutant
General, Ceamp Wadsworth, 3.C. In hie claim he states that he is
the owner of two buildings in the artillery range near Landrum, S.C.
and that during May and June of 1918 soldiers of the maphine gun
company then stationed on the range, tore off practically all the
weather boarding, tore down the partitions and tore up the loft and
carried the lumber to their camps where same wag uged by them in
vsgioux ways, and as a resalt therefrom he has zustalned a leoss of
$2 6.80.

On Sept.24th, 1918, James D. Plerce submitied a claim for
damages to dwelling house and out bulldings, om ariillery range
near Landrum, S.C. as follows:

- 3000 feet of lumber, $60.00
& windows, 25,00
TOTAL $85.00

On Nov. 27, 1917 Jemes D. Plerce entered into a lease with
Paul V.lNoore as manager of the Spartanburg Chamber of Commerce
for the lands on which are situated the buildings above mentioned.
(In all respects, the leases of John L and James D, Pierce are
similar). <This lease contains the following clause:

“The intereasts of Paul V. Moore as manager shall be
‘transferable to and he may alt his option assign this lease or

subliet the premises to the United States of America or iis represeat-

ative".

Accordingly on June 30, 1918, effective July 1, 1918, and expiring
June 30, 1919, the United States obtained a lease from the Chamber
of Commerce of Spartanburg, S.C. for certain grounds to be used as
artillery rifle range, and known as the tract in Glassy Hountain

. Township, Greenville, S.C. Said lease covered the lands of James
D.Pierce and contained the following clause:

*That the lessee shall have the entire use and control of
all buildings, waterways and lmprovements thareon&_vith the further
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'right to cut, remove and destiroy all wood, brush weood, saplings or
¥rees thereon, by paying the .owner.of the land 50 cents per oord

on the stump for all live wood mo cut, removed or desiroyed; that
the further rights shall be given to work, grade, diteh or draim
any part of the aforesald traet of land snd to erecy or consiruch

. thereon. snch buildings, target pites, trenches, firing pits, raads,

ete., and to remove, .mlter or raze eny or all buildings, improve-

_‘ments, ete., &8 may be deemed neceszasary for the interest of the

Government,. by paying 0 the owner of the land the valus of all
damages‘aoncerned "

d Board of Officers was ecoavened pursuant to paragraph 16,
$.0. 216, H@adquarters Cemp Wadsworth, S5.0. August 26, 1918, and
the claim of James D.Pierce was referred %o it.. This Board
summoned witnesses and reduced i%s Lestimony to writing. The
Board found that apprax;mat&ly 3000 feet of lumber, weluoed at .
§60400, was taken from a barn belonging to one Jawes D.Pierce,
and that eight winduws ‘and sashes, ‘walved at $25.00, were taken
and destroyed, beyond. repair; thai the lumber so Paken was used by
‘s0ldiers of the United States Army while stationsd at the artillery
rifle range; that the loss ocourred some time during May, 1918,

' the ezaot date cannot be ascertained; and that the 16th, 17th and

18th #achine Gun Battalions were camped on the srtillery range
during that time, and that no other organizations were camped in
that vieinlty during that period; that the eight window gashes
were broken and destroyed while the 17th and 18th Machine Gun
Batiallions were camped on the rifle range; that the loss and

. damage t0 James D.Plerce is in the sum of §85.00; that the responsi-

bility for the loss of lumber valued at §60.00, is upon the 16%h
Machine Gun Battallion only; that it was unable to fix the responsi-
bility upon any individual or individusls; that it was uzeble to

fix the responslbility for the logse of windows, walusd et §25.80.
upon any one individual or individuals or upom any of the organiza-
tions described as the 16th, 17th and 18%th Wachine Gun Battslicns, -
"hut inasmuch.as all of these Battelions were prosent at the range
snd in camp when the loss ocourred, or during the period when the
lose ogcurrsd, and noe other orgenizations wera‘ip canp at or near
this vieinity during that period of %ime, the B&ﬁrﬁ is of the opinion
and recoumends that the loss be fixed om all three of sald organiza~

“tions equally, snd the Board so finds responsibility therefor.®

A Board of Officers. was convened by paragraph 3, 5.0.252,
Headgquarters Camp Yadsworth, £.¢. Detober 3, 1918, to which was
referred the claim of John L. Plerce of Lendrum, &.C. for §266.80.
This Board foond that soldiers balmngxng to the 16th, 17th and 18tk

Machine Gun Pattalions were respousible for thé loss and destruction

of Yhe property, bub. was unablelte [ix . the r@spopwlhilibv upoh any
individual or individuals, nor was it able to fim sny gpecific pro-
portion of the loss upon any of the three organizations ramed, and
thersfore found that the three grganizatlons werg equally responsible
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. for the loss and assessed the same accordingly. The proceedings
of these two boards were forwarded, approved by the Commanging

' fifof thﬁ fact that the organizations against which the demages are
7 assesged are now overseas, and therefore bheyond the Jjurisdiction

-General of the Army for apprapriana action.®

jGeﬂaralg 6th~nivision,‘f0r>antion, and by the Comwandimg General of

2919, for necessary action. Thig latter Board reviewsd the pro-
i ceedings of the two. Boazds heretofore mentioned, took affidavits )
.. whigh are attached to ‘this file, and after .considering the new evidence
_in coaneotion with the procesdings of the Board before it, reeched

‘.-5-

;neral of Camp Wadswortn to the Adjutant Genmr&l, ag follows:

fThe findings of the Board are approved but in view

of the reviewing suthority, the record is forwarded to the hd jutent

anﬂ by direatian 6f the Sacretary of War, were sent through the
Commandity General, American Expeditionary Forces, t¢ the Commanding

the 6th Division, were referred to a Board of Officers appeinted hy
paragraph 5; $.0. 67, Headquarters 6tk Division, A.E.F., 8 March,

the . following findings snd recommendations;

of. Offieerr above m@nbloued but daas not agrae wihh4bhﬁ1r raeommanda-
tions for the payment of these c¢laima.

¥hile the Board recoguizes the faot that there is no conclusive proof
in the record that the luamber referred to iz the depositions of ¥ajor
E.B.Garey, and Lieutenants Flatt and Moore, is the lumber taken from

the elaimants, Mesers. John L. and James D. Plerce, yel the elemente

-of time and place and ofhsr clroumstenses are such as reasonably

identify it as the same lumber and in the opinion of the Poard it is

‘the same lumber and there is not sufficient doubt on this point to
Justify the delay whioch would bo nseessary by further attempis to

cerdainly identify it, if in fact certain identification be possible.
Therefure considering the evidence recordsd in the proceedings of the
Boards of O0fficers above mentioned, and the zaid depositions, the Board
finds that the lumber in guegtion, namely, that fnr the loss of whioch

Mr, John L.FPierce claims twe hundeed and alxty-six dollars and elghty
cents (5266.80) and Hr. Jamess D.Pilerce, eighty-five dollars ($85.00) A
was used hy the Sixteenth, Seventeenth, and righ%eenhh Hachine Guun
Batislions for the construction of tables, ki%chmnw, stables, teut
floors and for similar purposes for whigh lumber is ordinerily furnished
by the Quartermaster Qorpg; that reguest had been  made by the Commanding
Officer of ‘the HBighteenth Hachine Gun Battaliosn. tg the Quartermaster for
lumber for these purpeses, byt lumber was Bot- furnished; that this lumber

. was reasonably uvsed to sscurs proper sanitary con&itxmas and o gvard the

health of the members of these commands, which were then . undergoing
intensive training for active service over seas, -
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,' inteution in writing bo aacept the ammunt of +he awmrd.

After a raviaw of the aviﬂenee submitted, taken im,eannagtion

) &ith,tha preoeedings of the several boards, the Wsr Deparfment Board
-+ of Appraisers cancuraxin the findings and recommendation 8s set forth

in the las$ pamed Board of Officers, and recommends thaf an award

';_‘lssue in favor of (a) ‘John. L. Pierce of lendruw, 8.0., in the sum of-;“”

$266.80 in Tull settlam&nt and. satisfaction of the claim. afmresaiﬁm
and (b} that an award issue in favor of James li.Pierce of Lendrum,
&.G » in the sum of $85.00 in full settlement and ﬁ&tisfaation of

‘* “the alaim aforesaia.

WAR EhﬂﬁﬁTﬁhWﬁ EQAEB OF APPRAISERS,

By: . '

Ja! Lo “KROWLTON,

: ‘ . Colonel, General Staff;.
GMC/TFN . Acting Chairman..

. APPROVED:

NEWION D, BAKER,
Secretery of War.
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AR DEPARTMENT BOARD CF APPRAISE,
MuniTions BLpe., 19TH & B Sts.,
WASHINGTONy B, Cf

P50 mq 66 WG& . : Gotobar 48, 1918,
Gase wder 6,0,100,%,2.1929

In $he matter of maa:mm of }§ :
3m:mxamm, and e HM* ! BRPORS.

| ma i o olefn of Jahn Te Plovoe, for dommges itemized
e ‘ :

526050 to mumﬂw,
DD o grownd, :
" 10,00 to orop, sul
o B000 20X axpantes tnourred L0 moviug, mmg o tetal of

7 the sald dameges heving besn incurved imoidentsl to the leasing

! of n cewtain trast of his lsed, couteiniug 188 woyes, to the
Chanber of Quoreron, Sperbaabarg, Be O, ond Jesssd by the sald
Ohpuber of Gomoroe %0 the United Stabse wnder Wlenet leass,
for the pgpise of oo artillery sold small sros tewget rouge,
whish laog ip mope perticnlsely deseribed w8 belng in Glessy
oomtain Pownakip, Greauvilio Counby, S« Guy wad adjolning the
lunde of P warion domeell on the Howbh, othwr laud of Jeseor
on he Beed amwumwwmmmamﬁhmmmm
Ba Tt o ¥hw Vet

| : mm&n&mmmmwawwmﬁnmwm
' pursnsat bo p b 9, Speelald UrSers No. 2, Heedgy |
| Omsp Modewanth, 5. 0., dated Jenuery 2Emi, 193

MHWWMMMMWMWWMM
of olafmunt, md ssoertained that $he land of alobwnt was withis
. bbe roservatlon, bub shet the house in which olafmeut 1ived wes
oubside the reseewsbion, Howeyur, 1 wea secerbeined, frem avie
dense, sa from inspsetien, m‘ammmwuwww
sougtruntion wt the time of Joversowast csoupingys that this new
Wmmmmtwmmmwwmtmmmzmm
mwuzw Umop, ister csoupied by issohine Gun Battalions snd
Enginoors, mwwwmmm%wmm

.
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& portfon of the ficors hed been lald &t the timu of the Iwoning
- of thw lussss Clafnont botified that the mstter of domiges to
thie wmilding hed beon considored by & previous Boards, one of
mm&muwmmms*wmm iy demsges

mﬁmmmmwMMﬂmemmmmm
Jond it then sppesved that the enly dowuge which had been done to
the house was the plereing of the sidesalls hy shrapnels. Leber,
howsver, in the momth of Hmo, 1918, 3 ueohinae dus. Babtalions were
camped neerby, sod st that diwe wesrly all of the Woor sud wosk
of the shesting wos tom off end carvied sweay, vhereupon & new
olaim wop suimitted by this olelwmut, shich wes conaidersd by &
ssaond Boaxd, the procsedings of vhich, however, counod be found,
- tat She Presidsat of the final Bospd, who wie & mosher of the
ssoond Board, states thot, fron his recvllection of the evidesss
takon bBefore this second Sosnd, be belloves thls eluim was allowed
an befng & proper dewage olain cpninet the Covernment, for the
respon thet numerous bourds fyom this howse ware idontified Yy
olalmsnt in the Hackine Uun Comp, the same having boon used for
flooring fer tents snd for the construetion of tubles; that thie
praviows Bosrd bed allowed domages for & 1of% whioh was taken out
of the barn on thw sald propevty snd wesd by troopss Claiment
mmmmmmmmmm for the desagm set Lorth
shive, ke nevey bosn palds

mm gortificate of Major B« O« Johneon, Prssideat of the
. finsdl Boord, hereto sttached, it appesrs thal the now honse wms &
two~story fremo structure with a twowatory all, belng apyroximate-
Iy 26024 waln and J0x12 elly that about 1400 feet of wentharboardw
ng had been teken, volued wt §80.00 per B, 500 feet of fooring
mwmwm.mmmmmwmmammwa,
1600 2t of partitiony ot $B0.00 per X, md 500 feod of shedding
at §RBy00 per M, making $i5%.50 vorth of Jasber takesne It we
sstinotod thot 1% would require the lsbor of & csypenters for 14
Wawmmmmmmmmmmwmm

wors, salking & total of $206.90, :

The Board found $het dwring the peried of time the Artillery
wee ongamped on - the Pongs, the olalmemt's laud was used as B
riding course, snd For this purposs & olroulpr tract hed bosa
senstrocied wihich sonsiderahly paciked the growad, sad the Board
figured that it wuld reguive 6,00 in extys ploving o regtuve
this partioniar plece of ground. :
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gggugg resson thareof, he hod baeon damged

s e sum of $10.00 at & Engﬁuggﬁﬁﬁg

leused lond, This olalm has besn disallowed by o jPevioas )
Bousrd, but it apyesred from the testimony of clajmant, that .
the tyoope bad sotuslly coouploed thin pars of the yenge sarly

" in Yovember {exact debe mob stebed)s Hueminetion of tho yesowd

shows that the oo was datod Novesbey 2¥, 103%. It therafore

" agpesws that the troops ccoupied this purt of tie Fmnge priew

o the date of the lease, aud 1t sppbared slso that all psrkies

" oocupying $he 1and 5% this bLme ware mOLified thot thay weuld -

 have %0 vacete imuedlately, gggﬁﬁﬁﬁgg%. :

B0 gether thelr crops. ﬁgaﬁsﬁ&g%%&is
g%iugnﬁﬁwggg?aﬁgggﬁs; .
suberys The final Board did not ogree with the previdas Bonpd
gggg&%%ﬁaﬁ%gggsﬁ

© #33 of the poople in this vieluity wers oxdered off the yange

without adequate uotices It furiber appesred that claiment
ed some sorn fodder gﬁggﬁgggg

§§§§§sm§a§§m@gw§§§§ :
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4 nggzﬁiﬁiﬁffgﬁgggg |
" dissgeees with the satiom of the first Boapd. The proeeedings
of the first Board show Lhut the peas werse on She lond within
she reservstion and token over by lesss dnted Novasber 27, 191Y,

- bak this firet Bossd obies 8 poink of the fuot that flring had

not begus watil Gbont Jusmady B4th, JO18, snd the fivet Bowrd
oxprossed the opiaion ihat o g«?%%%wﬁ% .,
time to larvest his peas, but this fived Doswd sppevently @i&

__Eagﬁﬁiaﬁ%%ﬁa%*giiigﬁﬁag?g ,

bofore the leuss began o rws, snd ned ordered the cgeupants
gﬁnfﬁ-%ﬁ%%ﬁggggaﬁﬁg?g :
laod omd gavbaring tholr orops 14 5 bulieved that pagmeat of
_sfgsﬁgnﬁgﬁg a§§$§§§s§ |

__.si.a.in,

avwg%w%ag?gg aﬁgﬁg for

.| moving from hls lundy bub the fiaak Geerd disallowed this element

a&assogasg%gga%%gc%ggi Ang e
dental to the leassing of bis lend, snd 1% is & obarge that is
.zggiggﬁifﬁ%a @ Joossds

sﬁggﬁaugﬁiqgﬁ;& %ﬁii* : .

§$ tamags to |
5400 dumage S0 B,i and
E;Egigﬁé ;u&s*ﬁﬁ of
. 3361480, Fou {
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B view of the avowe facte, I believe Lo
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